
St. Peter’s Catholic Church 

a country church in the city 

Mass	Schedule 

Saturday: 4pm 

Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12 noon 

Tues, Wed, and Fri: 8am 

Thurs: 5:30pm 

Reconciliation 

Saturday   3:00—3:45pm 

Sunday 7:00-7:45am 

Baptisms,	Weddings,	etc 

Call or email the ofϐice! 

Pastor   Fr Jacob Epstein   

Deacons   Dcn Stephen Rallis 

    Dcn Pat Snook 

DRE    Heather Olson 

Office Manager  Jean Thomas 

Maintenance  Rob Beck 

Save	the	Date! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, January 5th, 2025  Youth Group    7—9 pm, Corpus Christi 

Tuesday, January 7th  Committee Meetings   6:30 pm, Fr Kottas Social Hall 

Saturday, January 11th  Wine and Cheese after Mass  5:00 pm, Fr Kottas Social Hall 

Sunday, January12th   Wine and Cheese after Mass  1:00 pm, Fr Kottas Social Hall 

jeanthomas@cox.net 

jepstein@dmdiocese.org 

PARISH WEBSITE www.saintpeterscb.org 

PARISH PHONE NUMBER 712-318-3030 

PARISH ROBOCALL NUMBER 1-800-679-0847 

 

 

holson76@gmail.com 

patricksnook51503@yahoo.com 



From Father Jacob 

5 JANUARY, 2025 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

 

Lord every nation on Earth    
will adore You! 

The word “epiphany” means appearance, and the 
feast of the Epiphany of the Lord originally 
celebrated the visit of the Magi, but also the baptism 
of the Lord and the wedding feast at Cana, all times 
when Jesus’s power and glory were “shown forth” 
to the world. Today we mostly focus on the visit of 
the Magi. 

The visit of these wise men is important because it 
is the beginning of the fulfillment of God promise 
that His salvation is not just for one people, the 
Jewish people, but, through them, for all nations and 
peoples. The magi are not Jewish, but they 
recognize the coming of the Lord and come and lay 
their gifts before Him. God’s salvation is for the 
whole world, and this is the very beginning of 
announcing it. 

The wise men bring gifts to present to the baby 
Jesus, and these are significant: 

Gold is presented to a king. Jesus is the descendant 
of David, the new king of Israel. He is also the new 
Adam, the rightful ruler of all humanity and, as 
God, He is the king of the universe. 

Frankincense is a kind of incense, which is burned 
as an offering to God. Jesus is God become a man, 
in whom “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 
us”. The wise men also worshipped Jesus by 
prostrating themselves. 

Myrrh is another kind of incense, one specifically 
used to embalm the dead. Here the wise men foretell 
that Jesus will die for us on the cross, and so destroy 
death and free us for eternal life with him. When 
Jesus died Nicodemus brought myrrh and other 
spices to embalm him (John 19:39). Some people 
think this is the same myrrh the wise men brought 
but nobody knows for sure. 

Donuts and wine and cheese 

We are so lucky to have great coffee and donuts 
provided by the Knights of Columbus at the 
8am and 10am Masses next weekend. 

In an effort to expand our Parish fun and help 
our parishioners know each other better, the 
Parish life committee is hosting wine and 
cheese (and crackers and lemonade) after the 
4pm and noon Masses next weekend, January 
11th and 12th. Please stay after Masses to mix 
and mingle with your fellow parishioners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feed the Children 

St Peter’s Feed the Children food packing event 
will be Saturday, February 22nd from 9am to 
1pm. Save the date and plan to sign up for a 
time next weekend! 

This is a great opportunity to serve those in 
need in far-off places so I hope you and your 
family will take advantage! 

 

Committee Meetings 

Our parish committees make everything tick 
here at St Peter’s. If you love our parish and 
want to help us continue to do good things for 
God, our families, and our neighbors, then a 
parish committee is right for you. They are 
meeting this Tuesday, 1/7/25 at 6:30 in the 
Social Hall. Please consider coming to join one 
of our great committees. 



5 JANUARY, 2025 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

READINGS FOR: January 12, 2025  
1ST READING:  Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
2ND READING: Acts 10:34-38 
GOSPEL:  Luke 3:15-16,21-22 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Tue 1/7 8:00 am     Mary Claire Clark-RIP 

Wed 1/8 8:00 am     Ivan & Susie Duff 

Thurs 1/9 5:30 pm     Mass for the Repose of All Souls 

Fri 1/10 8:00 am     Don & Mildred Goeser-RIP 

Sat 1/11 4:00 pm     Teri Regan-RIP & Maxine GoƩo-RIP 

Sun 1/12 8:00 am     St. Peter’s Parish 

  10:00 am    Disalvo & Dinges Family 

  Noon          Joan Bunten-RIP & William E Roarty-RIP 

Father’s Thought for the Week 

They prostrated themselves and did him homage.            
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

We come to Mass today to prostrate ourselves and do him 
homage, too. What gifts do we have to offer him? How will I 
serve the Lord this week? How will I honor him? How will I 
let him rule in my heart, in my family, in my life more this 
week than last week? Let’s come with gifts next week. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Sunday, January 5-7-9pm, Youth Group at Corpus ChrisƟ 
Wednesday, January 8-Rel Ed & ConfirmaƟon 6:15pm 
Thursday, January 9-RCIA 7pm in hall 
Sunday,  January 12-Coffee & Rolls aŌer 8 & 10pm 

SATURDAY,  4PM  January 11, 2025  
ALTAR SERVERS:  Nicholas & Emma Rodenburg, & Rowan Jackson 
LECTORS:  Evelyn Duitsman, Richard Selken 
EUCH MINISTERS:  Pat Shadden, Wayne Stangl, Toni Hansen 
USHERS: Jack Gross, Linda Bonham, Fred Schaben,  Mark Assman  

SUNDAY,  8 AM,      January 12, 2025    
ALTAR SERVERS:  Noah & Dawson Smith, Audrey Garst 
LECTORS:  Jean Coughlin, Joan Goeser 
EUCH MINISTERS:  Norma Finn, Sheryl Garst, Nicole Juranek 
USHERS:  Jeff Veit, Jim Havermann, Sue Brownlee, Russ Goeser 

SUNDAY, 10 AM     January 12, 2025  
ALTAR SERVERS:  Thomas Biederman, Leighton Finnegan, Abby Lighthipe  
LECTORS:  Chris & Ed Fink 
EUCH MINISTERS:  PaƩy GanƩ, Jill Clevenger, Maureen Garrigan 
USHERS:  Dan Lighthipe, Margine Henry, Dave Bristol, Bryan Carolus 

SUNDAY,  NOON          January 12, 2025     
ALTAR SERVERS:  Payton & Ben Johnson, 1 Altar Server needed 
LECTORS:  Chris Maher, Natalie Veater 
EUCH MINISTERS:  Janet Hogsed 
USHERS:  Rob Peters, Trevor Yanovich, Chris Olson, Mikey Donovan      

LIFE ACCORDING TO JEAN……. 
· Most stress is caused by three things: money, family, 

and family with no money. 
· Forget beauty sleep—-I want “look younger” sleep. 
· Let’s all take a moment to recognize the true heroes 

of the season—-elasƟc waistbands. 
· One thing about me is you should never believe me 

when I say I’m “just going to take a liƩle nap.”  I’m 
going to sleep for hours. 

· I’m at a place in my life where errands are starƟng to 
count as going out. 

· My wrinkles shows I laughed, my grey hair shows I 
cared, my scars showed I lived, and my stomach 
shows I really like biscuits and gravy. 

·  If you want to hide something from your husband, 
put it eye level in the refrigerator. 

· Enjoy your day. If you feel like doing some work, sit 
down and wait unƟl that feeling goes away. 

· If you are having a bad day just remember that the 
airport in Vienna, Austria has a counter for people 
who thought they flew to Australia. 

· I’m so old I remember when a hashtag was called a 
pound sign, and we played Ɵc-tac-toe on top of it. 

· There is absolutely no excuse for laziness. But if you 
find one, let me know. 

· My Saturday was going really well unƟl I realized it 
was Sunday. 

· Why can’t the house clean itself? It seems to get dirty 
by itself. 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK, STAY SAFE, BE NICE TO EACH OTHER 

Risen Son Ministry for January:  Sunday, January 5-Jon & 
Maureen Garrigan, Sunday, January 12:Jim & Liz Haver-
mann, Sunday, January 19: Paƫ Ford, Sunday, January 26-
Gene & CC Foral. 
 
AŌer 4 pm mass on Saturday, January 11 & aŌer Noon 
mass on Sunday January 12 the Parish Life CommiƩee in-
vites you to stay for wine and Cheese, water, lemonade, 
crackers, and other light snacks. Free will offerings will be 
gratefully accepted. 
 
CommiƩee MeeƟngs on Tuesday, January 7. No Parish 
Council MeeƟng. 
 
Fully Alive Youth Group January 19 will be at St. Patrick’s. 
 
FEED THE CHILDREN-Again this year we will package meals 
for FEED THE CHILDREN.  We will need a minimum of 100 
people to volunteer.  This event is scheduled for Saturday, 
February 22 in the Father KoƩas Social Hall  from approxi-
mately 9:00am to 1:00pm. There will be sign up sheets in 
church in the upcoming weeks.   



PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

Pregnant?  Need help?  Free, confidenƟal support from friends who care.  www.birthright.org/councilbluffs 

Birthright, 427 E Kanesville, Suite 303, 712-323-2100,  birthright@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Council 1045, MeeƟngs 4th Monday of each month at 6 p.m. in the Father KoƩas Social Hall 

If interested in membership contact the Rectory at 712-318-3030 or Pat Snook at 712-566-9541 

COUGHLIN’S CLEANING, Carpet and Upholstery-Office and Home.  Over 40 years experience and family owned. 

Home: 712-322-9087, Cell: 402-871-4608 

BAIRD       THE NARMI GROUP AT BAIRD 

402-964-4400     www.narmigroup.com 

KELLY’S CARPET—OMAHA   90 & L    402-592-7072 

You’ll like the way we do business 

FINNISHED CONCRETE,   Peter Finn, Parishioner 

712-310-0249 

LYLE’S DISCOUNT TIRES, BOB SHIVES, 125 West Pierce Street 

Phone:  712-322-6636, Discount prices on Ɵres & wheels 

ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY 

Meets 1st Thursday of each month, 6 pm 

THE HERITAGE AT FOX RUN,  712-256-2741 

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Support 

Heartland ProperƟes, Inc.   John H Jerkovich, Broker-Owner  Business Phone:  712-325-0445,  Mobile:  402-681-4812 

535 West Broadway, Ste 100, Council Bluffs, IA 51503     www.heartlandproperƟes.com 

MCGINN LAW FIRM,  McGinn, Springer, & Noethe, P.C.  Since 1914,  Also licensed in Nebraska 

20 N. 16th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566, www.mcginnlawfirm.com   

3464 5th Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566,   www.mcginnlawfirm.com 

STATE FARM      JUDD KNISPEL     712-325-0256 

Auto-Home-Life-Business-Health   www.juddknispel.com 

M & R WELDING,  119 South 28th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 

Office:  712-322-5342, Fax:  712-256-0038  Rick Rosas-Lupe Rosas 

AVAILA BANK 

712-322-1700       www.availa.bank 

1221 N 16th PHONE:  712-256-9988, FAX:  712-256
-9901     www.hoyfuneral.com 



 

AllÊsessionsÊtailoredÊtoÊfitÊyourÊneeds.ÊÊ
AtÊUnreleasedÊRelief,ÊitsÊallÊaboutÊyou!Ê
andÊyourÊneeds. 

Billing & Account 
Management.  

www.sudenenterprises.com 

Mariann Hilderbrand and Ann Marsh 

Owners 

Suden 
           Enterprises 
______EXPERTISEÊATÊWORKÊFORÊYOU 

 

BETHANY LUTHERAN HEALTH SERVICES 

7 ELLIOTT STREET—COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 

712-328-9500 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY IN COUNCIL BLUFFS 

 
 

       LOESS HILLS 

 LAWN AND LEAF 

712-828-2098 
  LOESSHILLSLAWNANDLEAF@gmAIL.cOm 

cALL FOr FrEE EStImAtE: mOWINg, AErAtION, LANDScApINg,  

        AND mOrE 



                                                                                                                       Established in 1966, our family farm has been a dedicated 

                   hub for cultivating cattle and row crops for over 5  

                   decades. At Bertelsen Beef, our mission is to present you 

                   with the finest quality beef by ensuring our cattle are  

                   nourished with the highest-grade products.  We are  

                   committed to providing transparency, allowing you to  

                   know where your food comes from.   

 

RAISED, SOLD, AND PROCESSED ALL AT 

                                                                                                            YOUR NEARBY BERTELSEN FARM 

THIS COULD BE YOUR BUSINESS CARD. 

Advertise with St. Peter’s bulletin and be seen 
52 weeks a year for only $200.00.  We also 
give you 6 months FREE.  Contact Jean Thom-
as at the church office 712-318-3030 for more 
info or to place your ad. 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CEMETERY 

Burial Plots and Columbarium Niches 
available. 

Contact Jean Thomas at church office 712
-318-3030 or Adam Thomas 712-318-
1024 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly’s Carpet & Furniture of Council Bluffs, Lori Hughes, Sales RepresentaƟve.   lorihughes73@hotmail.com 

825 West Broadway, Council Bluffs, IA 51501   Phone:  712-256-1204, Fax:  712-256-1206 


