
St. Peter’s Catholic Church 

a country church in the city 

Mass	Schedule 

Saturday: 4pm 

Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12 noon 

Tues, Wed, and Fri: 8am 

Thurs: 5:30pm 

Reconciliation 

Saturday   3:00—3:45pm 

Sunday 7:00-7:45am 

Baptisms,	Weddings,	etc 

Call or email the ofϐice! 

Pastor   Fr Jacob Epstein   

Deacons   Dcn Stephen Rallis 

    Dcn Pat Snook 

DRE    Heather Olson 

Office Manager  Jean Thomas 

Maintenance  Rob Beck 

Save	the	Date! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, January 26th Catholic Schools Week Breakfast  After Masses, Fr Kottas Social Hall 

Tuesday, January 28th St Albert Open House   5:30—7:30 pm, St Albert  

Sunday, February 2nd Youth Group     7—9 pm, Fr Kottas Social Hall 

Saturday, February 22nd Feed the Children    9 am—2 pm, Fr Kottas Social Hall 

jeanthomas@cox.net 

jepstein@dmdiocese.org 

PARISH WEBSITE www.saintpeterscb.org 

PARISH PHONE NUMBER 712-318-3030 

PARISH ROBOCALL NUMBER 1-800-679-0847 

 

 

holson76@gmail.com 

patricksnook51503@yahoo.com 



From Father Jacob 

26 JANUARY, 2025 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

Now you are Christ’s body, and 
individually parts of it. 

This is an enormously important passage of the 
Scriptures, and it bears a little bit of detailed 
examination. If you read this passage carefully you 
will note that the metaphor is not between the body 
and the Church (ie: the Church is like body), but 
rather between the body and Christ (ie: the body of 
Christ works like a natural body). St Paul doesn’t 
think that the Church is somehow like the body of 
Christ. St Paul thinks that the Church is the body of 
Christ. 

The Scriptures everywhere teach that there is a 
radical unity and importance to the Church that 
Jesus has established. Jesus talks about being the 
vine. He prays that we might be one as he and the 
Father are one. St Paul elsewhere calls the Church a 
“temple built of living stones” and everyone takes 
for granted that Christians are “brothers and sisters”, 
which is to say, family. 

Why is this so important? A lot of reasons! I’ll 
mention two today: 

The Church is not a club. I have joined and quit a 
lot of clubs over my 36 years of life, and for a lot of 
reasons. The Church is a fundamentally different 
thing. What if a foot did say, “because I am not a 
hand I do not belong to the body”, and separated 
itself? The easy answer is that it would die. It would 
not have the life of the body in it. 

There’s no room for jealousy or selfishness in a 
healthy body. The eye has a role to play, as does the 
foot, and whether the foot does that job or not 
matters to the whole body, because it keeps the body 
healthy and able to move. Jesus has a job for you as 
well, and whether you will take up that job isn’t just 
a concern for you and Jesus. We need you! 

A Year acceptable to the Lord 

When Jesus comes proclaiming glad tidings to 
the poor, liberty to captives, and letting the 
oppressed go free, he is proclaiming a Jubilee 
year. The Jubilee was a very important concept 
in God’s vision for Israel. It was the part of the 
Law, and the Prophets are always bringing it up 
in their accusations and also in their oracles of 
Israel’s future. In the jubilee year all debts are 
supposed to be forgiven, all captives are freed, 
all land returns to its owners, and everyone goes 
home to their ancestral land. It’s easy to dismiss 
this vision as utopian (and indeed it is not clear 
that ancient Israel much observed the Jubilee in 
practice), but it is a beautiful vision: God’s 
people need to be restored to freedom, to 
family, to the fullness of life He wants for 
them. A Jubilee year is a beautiful thing! 

The Church celebrates ordinary Jubilees every 
25 years. The last one was the great Jubilee for 
the new millennium in 2000. In a Jubilee year 
we have a special invitation to make pilgrimage 
and to receive God’s forgiveness in 
extraordinary ways. 

People make pilgrimages to Rome in the 
Jubilee year, but every Diocese also has 
pilgrimages, and our Diocese has established 5 
pilgrimage churches for the Jubilee, including 
one right here in Council Bluffs! Let’s take 
advantage of this beautiful grace, a year 
acceptable to the Lord. 



26 JANUARY, 2025 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

READINGS FOR: February 2, 2025  
1ST READING:  Malachi 3:1-4 
2ND READING: Hebrews 2:14-18 
GOSPEL:  Luke 2:22-40 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Tue 1/28 8:00 am    Richard & Mary Duff  

Wed 1/29 8:00 am     Rick Bunten-RIP 

Thurs 1/30 5:30 pm     Jacquie Rallis-RIP 

Fri 1/31 8:00 am     Linda SchmiƩ-RIP 

Sat 2/1 4:00 pm     Rosanne Doran-RIP & Marilyn Henkel-RIP 

Sun 2/2 8:00 am     Kenneth Finnegan-RIP 

  10:00 am    Roger Wood-RIP 

  Noon          St. Peter’s Parish 

FATHER’S THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Now you are Christ's body, and individually parts of it.  

There are no useless parts of the body. Even the parts, like 
the gallbladder and appendix, that people used to think were 
useless have turned out to have functions. 

There are no useless parts of Christ’s body, either. How does 
God want to use you to build up his Church? 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Tuesday, January 28-Women’s Book Club 6:30pm in Hall 
Wednesday, January 29-Rel Ed & ConfirmaƟon 6:15pm 
Thursday, January 30-RCIA 7:00 pm in Hall 
Sunday, February 2, Fully Alive Youth Group 7-9pm Hall 

SATURDAY,  4PM  February 1, 2025   
ALTAR SERVERS:  Rowan Jackson, Nicholas Moses, 1 Altar Server needed 
LECTORS:  Rod Nuss, Amber Svajgl-Jackson 
EUCH MINISTERS:  Toni Hansen, Jacque Liston, Lucile Gerjevic 
USHERS: Jack Gross, Linda Bonham, Fred Schaben, William Stosahl    

SUNDAY,  8 AM,      February 2, 2025    
ALTAR SERVERS:  Velda Ring, Audrey & Morgan Garst 
LECTORS:  Tyler Juranek, Jim Pidgeon 
EUCH MINISTERS: Ray McGrath, Wayne Stangl, Nicole Juranek 
USHERS:  Sue Brownlee, Russ Goeser, George Garst, Andy Juranek 

SUNDAY, 10 AM     February 2, 2025  
ALTAR SERVERS:  Savannah Murray, Thomas Biederman, Leighton Finnegan  
LECTORS:  Leslie Fronce, Kyla Brockelsby 
EUCH MINISTERS:  Laura Cornelius, Trevor Yanovich, Sandy Fritzsche 
USHERS: Nate Noon, Olivia Ausdemore, Mike Nielsen, Bryan Carolus 

SUNDAY,  NOON      February 2, 2025         
ALTAR SERVERS:  Keegan McCaffery, Mason Olson, Emma Thompson 
LECTORS:  Aubree Brandau, Cindy Bussey 
EUCH MINISTERS:  Michael Koricic 
USHERS:  Rob Peters, Chris Olson, Emry Honkomp, 1 Usher needed      

LIFE ACCORDING TO JEAN……. 

· You’re never childless when you have a husband. 
· The only thing prevenƟng me from smashing my alarm 

every morning is the fact that it’s my phone. 
· Just imagine how awesome life would be if taco’s 

made you skinny. 
· What do you mean it’s Monday?? It was just Friday a 

minute ago. 
· Marriage is actually just a nice word for adopƟng a 

fully grown man who can’t take care of himself. 
· I have reached the age where I am between “preƩy 

much everything annoys me” and “I just really don’t 
care.” 

· With the current extreme cold temperatures, all 
WalMart customers are urged to wear two pairs of 
pajamas. 

· Sure, you can get your wife jewelry, or an expensive 
purse, or perfume for her birthday but she will never 
forget the birthday you got her a mop...NEVER. 

· Mike freaks out if I go over the speed limit by 2 MPH. 
He thinks I’m “driving like a maniac.” But when he’s 
behind the wheel, he acts like we have 9 lives and a 
get out of jail free card. 

· Snoring is basically bragging about being asleep so 
soundly that it stops other people from sleeping.  It’s 
like lying there screaming, “I’m having a lovely sleep.” 

· My friend crashed her car again today. She told the 
police that the man she collided with was on his mo-
bile phone and drinking a can of beer.  The police said 
he can do what he likes in his own living room. 

· There are 2 types of people in this world. Those who 
can’t relax when there are dishes in the sink and those 
who don’t even noƟce them.  And they end up marry-
ing each other. 

· I’m not as sarcasƟc as I could be and I really wish peo-
ple would appreciate that more...just saying. 

 
HAVE A GREAT WEEK, STAY SAFE, BE NICE TO EACH OTHER 

Catholic Daughters give their Ɵme, talent, ideas, 
knowledge, dedicaƟon, and enthusiasm. In return, mem-
bers receive spiritual enhancement, leadership skills, affir-
maƟon, community, friendships, and more! Because all 
Catholic Daughters are leaders in their communiƟes, we 
off some pracƟcal leadership skill techniques. Join us at 
our next meeƟng on Tuesday, February 4, at 6:30 pm at St. 
Patrick Church. 
 
Catholic School Breakfast, Sunday January 26, 2025. Bis-
cuits and gravy, scrambled eggs, sausage, fruit parfait with 
yogurt, milk, orange juice, coffee. 
 
Fully Alive Youth Group Sunday, February 2 from 7-9 pm in 
the Father KoƩas Social Hall. 



PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

Pregnant?  Need help?  Free, confidenƟal support from friends who care.  www.birthright.org/councilbluffs 

Birthright, 427 E Kanesville, Suite 303, 712-323-2100,  birthright@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Council 1045, MeeƟngs 4th Monday of each month at 6 p.m. in the Father KoƩas Social Hall 

If interested in membership contact the Rectory at 712-318-3030 or Pat Snook at 712-566-9541 

COUGHLIN’S CLEANING, Carpet and Upholstery-Office and Home.  Over 40 years experience and family owned. 

Home: 712-322-9087, Cell: 402-871-4608 

BAIRD       THE NARMI GROUP AT BAIRD 

402-964-4400     www.narmigroup.com 

KELLY’S CARPET—OMAHA   90 & L    402-592-7072 

You’ll like the way we do business 

FINNISHED CONCRETE,   Peter Finn, Parishioner 

712-310-0249 

LYLE’S DISCOUNT TIRES, BOB SHIVES, 125 West Pierce Street 

Phone:  712-322-6636, Discount prices on Ɵres & wheels 

ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY 

Meets 1st Thursday of each month, 6 pm 

THE HERITAGE AT FOX RUN,  712-256-2741 

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Support 

Heartland ProperƟes, Inc.   John H Jerkovich, Broker-Owner  Business Phone:  712-325-0445,  Mobile:  402-681-4812 

535 West Broadway, Ste 100, Council Bluffs, IA 51503     www.heartlandproperƟes.com 

MCGINN LAW FIRM,  McGinn, Springer, & Noethe, P.C.  Since 1914,  Also licensed in Nebraska 

20 N. 16th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566, www.mcginnlawfirm.com   

3464 5th Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566,   www.mcginnlawfirm.com 

STATE FARM      JUDD KNISPEL     712-325-0256 

Auto-Home-Life-Business-Health   www.juddknispel.com 

M & R WELDING,  119 South 28th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 

Office:  712-322-5342, Fax:  712-256-0038  Rick Rosas-Lupe Rosas 

AVAILA BANK 

712-322-1700       www.availa.bank 

1221 N 16th PHONE:  712-256-9988, FAX:  712-256
-9901     www.hoyfuneral.com 



 

AllÊsessionsÊtailoredÊtoÊfitÊyourÊneeds.ÊÊ
AtÊUnreleasedÊRelief,ÊitsÊallÊaboutÊyou!Ê
andÊyourÊneeds. 

Billing & Account 
Management.  

www.sudenenterprises.com 

Mariann Hilderbrand and Ann Marsh 

Owners 

Suden 
           Enterprises 
______EXPERTISEÊATÊWORKÊFORÊYOU 

 

BETHANY LUTHERAN HEALTH SERVICES 

7 ELLIOTT STREET—COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 

712-328-9500 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY IN COUNCIL BLUFFS 

 
 

       LOESS HILLS 

 LAWN AND LEAF 

712-828-2098 
  LOESSHILLSLAWNANDLEAF@gmAIL.cOm 

cALL FOr FrEE EStImAtE: mOWINg, AErAtION, LANDScApINg,  

        AND mOrE 



THIS COULD BE YOUR BUSINESS CARD. 

 
Advertise with St. Peter’s bulletin and be seen 52 weeks a year for only $200.00.  We also 
give you 6 months FREE.  Contact Jean Thomas at the church office 712-318-3030 for more 
info or to place your ad. 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CEMETERY 
Burial Plots and Columbarium Niches available. 

 

Contact Jean Thomas at church office 712-318-3030  

or Adam Thomas 712-318-1024 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly’s Carpet & Furniture of Council Bluffs, Lori Hughes, Sales RepresentaƟve.   lorihughes73@hotmail.com 

825 West Broadway, Council Bluffs, IA 51501   Phone:  712-256-1204, Fax:  712-256-1206 


