
St. Peter’s Catholic Church 

    a country church in the city 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday: 4pm 

Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12 noon 

Tues, Wed, and Fri: 8am 

Thurs: 5:30pm 

Reconciliation 

Saturday   3:00—3:45pm 

Sunday 7:00-7:45am 

Baptisms, Weddings, etc 

Call or email the office! 

Pastor   Fr Jacob Epstein   

Deacons   Dcn Stephen Rallis 

    Dcn Pat Snook 

DRE    Heather Olson 

Office Manager  Jean Thomas 

Maintenance  Rob Beck 

Save the Date! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday, December 1st Youth Group     7—9 pm, Fr Kottas Social Hall 

Monday, December 2nd Men’s prayer group    8 pm, Fr Kottas Social Hall 

Sunday, December 8th Immaculate Conception vigil  6 pm, St Peter’s 

Monday, December 9th Immaculate Conception of Mary  8 am, noon, 6pm, St Peter’s 

jeanthomas@cox.net 

jepstein@dmdiocese.org 

PARISH WEBSITE www.saintpeterscb.org 

PARISH PHONE NUMBER 712-318-3030 

PARISH ROBOCALL NUMBER 1-800-679-0847 

 

 

holson76@gmail.com 

patricksnook51503@yahoo.com 



From Father Jacob 

1 DECEMBER, 2024 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord! 

In Advent, we prepare for the coming of the Lord. 

We prepare to celebrate the Lord’s first coming as a 

child in Bethlehem to save us. 

We prepare to be ready for the Lord’s second 

coming in glory to judge the living and the dead. 

We prepare ourselves to humbly receive the Lord in 

his “middle coming” every day in the sacraments, in 

the Scriptures, in prayer, and in my neighbor. 

When someone important is coming to your house, 

you certainly prepare to receive them. I know when 

people come to my house I prepare in three big 

ways: 

1. Clean: I pick up the house, vacuum, dust, etc. 

2. Make space: I make sure there are spaces for 

them to sit at the table, in the living room, etc. 

To get the guest room ready we might have to 

move furniture! 

3. Decorate: For special guests we bring out the 

nice plates and use the special silverware. 

We can do the same things to prepare for the 

coming of the Lord! 

1. Clean: I examine my life with the Lord and ask 

his strength to clean up what needs it. I go to 

confession. Prayer gives me strength and 

perspective to clean up my heart. 

2. Make space: I move things around in my life to 

put the Lord and his works in the center. Some 

things might have to go and others get put away 

to make this happen. Fasting helps me put 

things in their proper place. 

3. Decorate: I want my heart and my life to be 

beautiful for the Lord. Good works adorn my 

life and my heart and make them beautiful. 

Be vigilant at all times 

How can we stay vigilant at all times and 

prepared for the coming of the Lord? 

It’s not as hard as it may seem. How would you 

keep your house clean at all times? By cleaning 

it regularly. Our souls are not so different. 

If we examine our souls and our lives daily and 

address the problems we find there, then we 

will not be caught off guard at the coming of 

the Lord. It is easy to do so. 
 

An easy examen prayer 

1. review the day with the Lord. 

 You might wish to think chronologically 

 or in categories (home, work, prayer). 

2. Thank God for 2-3 specific blessings 

 Thank you for my family 

 Thank you for the conversation I had 

 with my son after dinner because… 

3. Ask God’s forgiveness for 2-3 specific sins 

 I’m sorry I am short-tempered 

 I’m sorry I was short-tempered with my 

 spouse this morning when… 

4. Ask God’s help with 2-3 specific things 

 Help me be generous. 

 Help me be generous by doing _____ 

 when I see _____ tomorrow. 

 

When we are vigilant about our souls and our 

lives then we are prepared to do good when the 

opportunity presents itself, prepared to be 

courageous when the moment calls for it, 

prepared to resist temptation when it comes, 

and ultimately prepared for the coming of the 

Lord to judge us. 



1 DECEMBER, 2024 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

READINGS FOR: December 8, 2024  

1ST READING:  Baruch 5:1-9 

2ND READING: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 

GOSPEL:  Luke 3:1-6 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Tue 12/3 8:00 am     Bob Burke 

Wed 12/4 8:00 am     Posted Prayer Intentions 

Thurs 12/5 5:30 pm     Dorothy Snook-RIP 

Fri 12/6 8:00 am     Jacquie Rallis-RIP 

Sat 12/7 4:00 pm     Bill Epperson-RIP & Robert Kirlin 

Sun 12/8 8:00 am     JoAnn Kirlin & St. Peter’s Parish 

  10:00 am    Deb Taylor 

  Noon          Mary Lynn Rutkowski & Dan Hudek 

FATHER’S THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength  

to escape the tribulations that are imminent  

and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

This is the Lord’s advice to us, we would do well to listen! 

One of the best ways that we can remain vigilant and 

prepared to stand before the Lord is to review our day in 

prayer daily. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

Sunday, December 1-Fully Alive Youth Group-7-9pm Hall 
Thursday-December 5-Altar Society-6pm Hall 
Sunday-December 8-Santa is visiting the Social Hall after 
                                     10am Mass 

SATURDAY,  4PM  December 7, 2024   

ALTAR SERVERS: Bianca & Ellianna Cihacek, Nicholas Moses   

LECTORS:  Amy Rallis, Jim Beck 

EUCH MINISTERS:  Rod Nuss, 2 Euch Ministers needed 

USHERS: Jack Gross, Linda Bonham, Fred Schaben, Brody Pellett    

SUNDAY,  8 AM,      December 8, 2024    

ALTAR SERVERS:  Evan & Jeff Veit, Dawson Smith 

LECTORS:  Genette Wirtz, Jim Pidgeon 

EUCH MINISTERS: Patti Ford, Norma Finn, Wayne Stangl 

USHERS:  Jeff Veit, Eric Ledger, Sue Brownlee, Mike Rosloniec 

SUNDAY, 10 AM     December 8, 2024  

ALTAR SERVERS:  Abby & Sarah Lighthipe, Aiden Gaul 

LECTORS:  Jon & Maureen Garrigan 

EUCH MINISTERS:  Jennifer Lighthipe, Theresa Jozwiak, Sandy Fritzsche 

USHERS: Margine Henry, Mike Nielsen, Olivia Ausdemore, Nate Noon 

SUNDAY,  NOON            December 8, 2024  

ALTAR SERVERS:  Ben & Payton Johnson, Grace Burroughs  

LECTORS:  Chris Maher, Mary Ramsdell 

EUCH MINISTERS: Cindy Bussey,  Michael Koricic, 1 Euch Minister needed 

USHERS:  Rob Peters, Trevor Yanovich, Chris Olson, Mikey Donovan     

LIFE ACCORDING TO JEAN……. 

• You can tell the age of a Christmas tree by counting 
the lines of duct tape on the box. 

• I told my 3 year old grandson James, “I don’t want to 
tell you again to pick up your toys,”  James responded, 
“That makes two of us.” 

• If my relatives wanted me to be truly thankful, they’d 
do all the cooking. 

• Wrap turkey leftovers in aluminum foil and throw 
them out. Follow me for more cooking tips. 

• Good news! If you don’t want Alexa to listen in on 
your conversations, they are making a male version 
that won’t listen to anything you say. 

• Dads know everything...If they don’t they make stuff 
up really fast. 

• Why is it called beauty sleep when you wake up look-
ing like a troll? 

• If you put dry teabags in your shoes they absorb the 
odor. So your shoes smell good but the tea tastes so 
bad it’s almost not worth it. 

• My Roomba just beat me to an M & M I dropped on 
the floor. I guess this is how the war against machines 
will begin. 

• I just want to be talented enough to put a piece of 
plastic wrap on a bowl without having it stick to itself. 

• When you retire all your dogs think you quit your jobs 
to spend more time with them. All cats thinks you got 
fired for being lazy. 

• My daily routine: Morning: Feeling tired, cranky, and 
lazy. Afternoon: I could go for a nap. Night: I can’t 
sleep. 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK, STAY SAFE, BE NICE TO EACH OTHER 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS® next meeting is 
Tuesday, December 3, 2024 at St. Patrick Social Hall. Mass 
starts at 6:00 pm, followed by a short meeting and our 
Christmas party.  Women, 18 years and older from all 
Council Bluffs parishes are always welcome to join us. Visit 
our website at www.cda330.org. 

 

You better watch out, better not cry, better not pout be-
cause Santa will be in the Father Kottas Social Hall on Sun-
day, December 8 after the 10:00 am Mass.  Visit with Santa 
and have a snack.  Parents: Don’t forget your camera so 
you can take pictures and show those pictures when the 
kids are teens.  

 

FULLY ALIVE YOUTH GROUP-Meeting Sunday, December 1, 
2024 7pm-9pm in the Father Kottas Social Hall.  It’s a Baby 
Shower for Jesus Birthright collection.  See flyer for details. 

 

Knights of Columbus Gorilla Car Wash fundraiser will be 
selling the car wash tickets at the December 8 meet Santa 
coffee & rolls.  The fundraiser goes from now thru Decem-
ber 15-  These make wonderful stocking stuffers.  See 
attached flyer for all the details. 



PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

Pregnant?  Need help?  Free, confidential support from friends who care.  www.birthright.org/councilbluffs 

Birthright, 427 E Kanesville, Suite 303, 712-323-2100,  birthright@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Council 1045, Meetings 4th Monday of each month at 6 p.m. in the Father Kottas Social Hall 

If interested in membership contact the Rectory at 712-318-3030 or Pat Snook at 712-566-9541 

COUGHLIN’S CLEANING, Carpet and Upholstery-Office and Home.  Over 40 years experience and family owned. 

Home: 712-322-9087, Cell: 402-871-4608 

BAIRD       THE NARMI GROUP AT BAIRD 

402-964-4400     www.narmigroup.com 

KELLY’S CARPET—OMAHA   90 & L    402-592-7072 

You’ll like the way we do business 

FINNISHED CONCRETE,   Peter Finn, Parishioner 

712-310-0249 

LYLE’S DISCOUNT TIRES, BOB SHIVES, 125 West Pierce Street 

Phone:  712-322-6636, Discount prices on tires & wheels 

ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY 

Meets 1st Thursday of each month, 6 pm 

THE HERITAGE AT FOX RUN,  712-256-2741 

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Support 

Heartland Properties, Inc.   John H Jerkovich, Broker-Owner  Business Phone:  712-325-0445,  Mobile:  402-681-4812 

535 West Broadway, Ste 100, Council Bluffs, IA 51503     www.heartlandproperties.com 

MCGINN LAW FIRM,  McGinn, Springer, & Noethe, P.C.  Since 1914,  Also licensed in Nebraska 

20 N. 16th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566, www.mcginnlawfirm.com   

3464 5th Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566,   www.mcginnlawfirm.com 

STATE FARM      JUDD KNISPEL     712-325-0256 

Auto-Home-Life-Business-Health   www.juddknispel.com 

M & R WELDING,  119 South 28th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 

Office:  712-322-5342, Fax:  712-256-0038  Rick Rosas-Lupe Rosas 

AVAILA BANK 

712-322-1700       www.availa.bank 

1221 N 16th PHONE:  712-256-9988, FAX:  712-256

-9901     www.hoyfuneral.com 



 

All sessions tailored to fit your needs.  

At Unreleased Relief, its all about you! 

and your needs. 

Billing & Account 

Management.  

www.sudenenterprises.com 

Mariann Hilderbrand and Ann Marsh 

Owners 

Suden 
           Enterprises 
______EXPERTISE AT WORK FOR YOU 

 

BETHANY LUTHERAN HEALTH SERVICES 

7 ELLIOTT STREET—COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 

712-328-9500 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY IN COUNCIL BLUFFS 

 
 

       LOESS HILLS 

 LAWN AND LEAF 

712-828-2098 

  loesshillslawnandleaf@gmail.com 

Call for free estimate: Mowing, aeration, landscaping,  

        and more 



                                                                                                                       Established in 1966, our family farm has been a dedicated 

                   hub for cultivating cattle and row crops for over 5  

                   decades. At Bertelsen Beef, our mission is to present you 

                   with the finest quality beef by ensuring our cattle are  

                   nourished with the highest-grade products.  We are  

                   committed to providing transparency, allowing you to  

                   know where your food comes from.   

 

RAISED, SOLD, AND PROCESSED ALL AT 

                                                                                                            YOUR NEARBY BERTELSEN FARM 

THIS COULD BE YOUR BUSINESS CARD. 

Advertise with St. Peter’s bulletin and be seen 

52 weeks a year for only $200.00.  We also 

give you 6 months FREE.  Contact Jean Thom-

as at the church office 712-318-3030 for more 

info or to place your ad. 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CEMETERY 

Burial Plots and Columbarium Niches 

available. 

Contact Jean Thomas at church office 712

-318-3030 or Adam Thomas 712-318-

1024 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly’s Carpet & Furniture of Council Bluffs, Lori Hughes, Sales Representative.   lorihughes73@hotmail.com 

825 West Broadway, Council Bluffs, IA 51501   Phone:  712-256-1204, Fax:  712-256-1206 


