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A wonderful Mass.  

The Memorial Day mass was one of the most up-

lifting masses we have ever celebrated at Saint 

Joseph’s cemetery.  The number of people attend-

ing the mass was one of the largest turnouts in 

recent years.  A special thank you to the 4th De-

gree Knights of Columbus for their help in setting 

up the mass and participating in the ministries.  A 

special thank you to Chris Franks for providing 

the music for the mass, his playing of Taps was an 

inspiration to all of us.  I am very pleased with the 

cemetery collection, over $800.00 was raised for 

the cemetery.  We are planning on taking up a 

collection from all the parishes to help fund the 

cemetery.   

Bible Study. 

Bible study will begin this Wednesday at 6:30 

p.m. in the social hall.  We will be studying the 

letters of Saint Paul.  We have studied these let-

ters before but the study will be a synopsis of each 

letter.  The class will end by 7:45 and refresh-

ments are always served.   

Altar Servers 

One of the most wonderful ministries in our 

church is to be an altar server.  To be an altar 

server you have to be entering the fifth grade or 

older.  The training for being an altar server is 

open to all people including adults who never had 

the opportunity to serve.   

The training of altar servers will be different this 

year than in the past.  The best way to train an 

altar server is to have them shadow, which means 

that the server being trained will be on the altar 

with the regular server and thus they can observe 

what the altar servers do.   

If you have a child or you as an adult would like 

to become an altar server please call me at: 712-

322-8889.  

Fifty Four Years. 

This Thursday June 6th will be my 54th an-

niversary of ordination to the priesthood.  I 

don’t reflect often but since this is my last 

month before my retirement I am going to 

share a few thoughts about being a priest in 

today’s world.  First, it is very sad to see 

what has happened to the church in the past 

54 years.  My first years in the priesthood it 

was exciting because of the number of peo-

ple attending mass on the weekends.  The 

church were filled with families and espe-

cially the children.  To see how we have lost 

this is tragic.  I feel so often that we have so 

many people who have lost their faith and in 

the process have lost their moral compass.  

Second, the number of priests has declined 

drastically.  When I first came to Saint Pe-

ters there were ten priest in Council Bluffs, 

today there are five active priests in Council 

Bluffs.  I read recently that the number of 

priests world wide is less than half it was 

twenty years ago.  Third, the church has 

gotten older.  Many times people have ob-

served that many of the organizations have 

very few young members and at Saint Peters 

I am very aware of this.  Fourth, there is tre-

mendous financial pressure on a parish if 

the parish is part of a school system.  One of 

the great challenges of this parish is to raise 

over $400,000.00 every year to meet our fi-

nancial obligation to Saint Albert. The Dioc-

esan Appeal has risen to over $75,000.00 

every year which has become a great chal-

lenge for us to meet this obligation, the past 

two years we have not meet our Diocesan 

Appeal goal.  My last observation is that 

there are far more joys in the priest hood 

than there are heartaches, so pray a prayer 

for me as I end my active ministry.  
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Readings for   June 9, 2024 

1st Reading:   Genesis 3:9-15 

2nd Reading:   2nd Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Gospel:   Mark 3:20-35 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Tue    6/4 8:00 am   Thanks for the Sacrament of Matrimony 

      & Travis & Taylor Bettcher 

Wed    6/5 8:00 am   Isabelle O’Grady 

Thur    6/6 5:30 pm   Leora Bemboom 

Fri        6/7 8:00 am   Deceased members of Altar Society 

Sat       6/8 4:00 pm   Daniel J Kirlin 

Sun      6/9 8:00 am   Rick Bunten 

Sun                      10:00 am Bill & Mary Ryan 

Sun                      Noon        Roger Wood 

FATHER’S THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

One of the questions that I am often asked is how do you de-

velop a good prayer life. To develop a good prayer life it 

takes perseverance more than anything.  We need to just 

keep showing up. Some days you will feeling praying and 

some days you will not, but if you keep showing up you will 

develop a wonderful friendship with Jesus. My thought for 

the week is for all of us to pray for the gift of perseverance in 

our prayer life.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Monday, June 3-Committee Meetings 

Wednesday, June 5-Bible Study 6:30pm in Hall 

Thursday, June 6-Altar Society Meeting 6:00 pm in Hall 

Monday-Thursday, June 10-13 VBS at St Albert 

  5:15pm-8:30pm. 

Wednesday, June 12-Bible Study 6:30pm in Hall 

Sunday, June 16-Altar Society’s Father Day Brunch 

Monday, June 19-Bible Study 6:30pm in Hall 

Sunday, June 23-Father Chuck’s Retirement Open House 

SATURDAY,  4PM  June 8, 2024 
ALTAR SERVERS:  Ava & Ella Bussey, Nicholas Rodenburg           

LECTORS:  Amy Rallis, Richard Selken   

EUCH MINISTER:  Mike Sommer                 

USHERS: Jack Gross, Linda Bonham, Fred Schaben, Brody Pellett    

SUNDAY,  8 AM,   June 9, 2024      

ALTAR SERVERS:  Evan & Jack Veit. Caroline Reineke           

LECTORS:  Jean Coughlin, Joan Goeser     
EUCH MINISTER:   Patti Ford                    
USHERS:  Dennis Coughlin, Russ Goeser, Andy Juranek, Gary Juranek  

SUNDAY, 10 AM         June 9, 2024     

ALTAR SERVERS:  Aiden Gaul, Ben Rosenberger, Leighton Finnegan           

LECTORS: Nathaniel & John Ross Biederman      

EUCH MINISTER:  Joan Von-Tersch-Wege                    
USHERS:  Bryan Carolus, Zachary & Jill Clevenger, Margine Henry  

SUNDAY,  NOON        June 9, 2024      

ALTAR SERVERS:  Ben & Payton Johnson, Emma Thompson          

LECTORS:  Aubree Brandau, Mike Noon    

EUCH MINISTER:  Michael Koricic                    
USHERS:  Trevor Yanovich, Chris Olson, Rob Peters, Emry Honkomp    

LIFE ACCORDING TO JEAN….. 

• Dang it..I really had my heart set on waking up rich 
and energetic today. 

• Others call it “YELLING” when I raise my voice.  I call it 
“MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKING FOR THE SELECTIVE LIS-
TENER.” 

• Tip for husbands:  Whatever you do,  DO NOT tell your 
wife how your Mom used to do things. It will not end 
pretty.  Follow me for more relationship tips. 

• When I was little, I didn’t care what I wore.  I just went 
along with what my Mom chose. When I look in old 
photo albums, I realize that she didn’t care either. 

• After seeing a group of people in a pool huddled to-
gether under an umbrella to stay dry, I understand 
why Aliens don’t visit us. 

• People from Iowa don’t tell you when you miss your 
exit. We just wait until you pass it, then ask “Where 
you going?” 

•  I haven’t tried yoga but I have tried bending over to 
pick up my keys. I’m pretty sure I wouldn’t like yoga. 

• Arguing with me is pointless. I knew I was wrong 10 
minutes ago. I’m just having fun now. 

• Marriage tip: Your wife will NEVER start a fight while 
you’re cleaning. 

• I’m not admitting I’m old, but I’m just saying that my 
dinner time and bed time are getting dangerously 
close to each other. 

• If you see a Midwesterner open their window leave 
them be. We are in the 10 day period where you can  
have your window open and not have the heat/ac 
running. 

• Enter password. Wrong, Wrong, Wrong, Reset pass-
word. New password can’t be old password...Seriously 

• I feel like some of you should thank me for the stuff I 
don’t put here. 

• Does anyone else stare at the dead body in a movie or 
TV scene to see if you can catch them breathing? 

• They say that love is more important than money, but 
have you ever tried to pay your bills with a hug? 

 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK, STAY SAFE, BE NICE TO EACH OTHER 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas®, Court St. Anthony 

#330-Next meeting is Tuesday, June 4, 2024 at 5:30 pm at 

Pizza King. GIK is for Joshua Tree Male Shelter-visit website 

at www.cda330.org for a list of items. 



PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

Pregnant?  Need help?  Free, confidential support from friends who care.  www.birthright.org/councilbluffs 

Birthright, 427 E Kanesville, Suite 303, 712-323-2100,  birthright@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Council 1045, Meetings 4th Monday of each month at 6 p.m. in the Father Kottas Social Hall 

If interested in membership contact the Rectory at 712-322-8889 or Pat Snook at 712-566-9541 

COUGHLIN’S CLEANING, Carpet and Upholstery-Office and Home.  Over 40 years experience and family owned. 

Home: 712-322-9087, Cell: 402-871-4608 

BAIRD       THE NARMI GROUP AT BAIRD 

402-964-4400     www.narmigroup.com 

KELLY’S CARPET—OMAHA   90 & L    402-592-7072 

You’ll like the way we do business 

FINNISHED CONCRETE,   Peter Finn, Parishioner 

712-310-0249 

LYLE’S DISCOUNT TIRES, BOB SHIVES, 125 West Pierce Street 

Phone:  712-322-6636, Discount prices on tires & wheels 

ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY 

Meets 1st Thursday of each month, 6 pm 

KOURI MANAGEMENT...Immaculate Efficiency, 1 & 2 bedroom Apts. 

Contact Kim Kouri  712-322-5535 

Cutler-O’Neill-Meyer-Woodring Funeral Homes 

545 Willow Ave, Council Bluffs, IA 51503  712-322-7779 

THE HERITAGE AT FOX RUN,  712-256-2741 

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Support 

Heartland Properties, Inc.   John H Jerkovich, Broker-Owner  Business Phone:  712-325-0445,  Mobile:  402-681-4812 

535 West Broadway, Ste 100, Council Bluffs, IA 51503     www.heartlandproperties.com 

MCGINN LAW FIRM,  McGinn, Springer, & Noethe, P.C.  Since 1914,  Also licensed in Nebraska 

20 N. 16th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566, www.mcginnlawfirm.com   

3464 5th Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566,   www.mcginnlawfirm.com 

Kelly’s Carpet & Furniture of Council Bluffs, Lori Hughes, Sales Representative.   lorihughes73@hotmail.com 

825 West Broadway, Council Bluffs, IA 51501   Phone:  712-256-1204, Fax:  712-256-1206 

STATE FARM      JUDD KNISPEL     712-325-0256 

Auto-Home-Life-Business-Health   www.juddknispel.com 

M & R WELDING,  119 South 28th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 

Office:  712-322-5342, Fax:  712-256-0038  Rick Rosas-Lupe Rosas 

AVAILA BANK 

712-322-1700       www.availa.bank 

HOY KILNOSKI FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATORY—BUD KILNOSKI   

1221 N 16th PHONE:  712-256-9988, FAX:  712-256-9901      

www.hoyfuneral.com 



 

All sessions tailored to fit your needs.  

At Unreleased Relief, its all about you! 

and your needs. 

Billing & Account 

Management.  

www.sudenenterprises.com 

Mariann Hilderbrand and Ann Marsh 

Owners 

Suden 
           Enterprises 
______EXPERTISE AT WORK FOR YOU 

 

BETHANY LUTHERAN HEALTH SERVICES 

7 ELLIOTT STREET—COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 

712-328-9500 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY IN COUNCIL BLUFFS 

 
 

       LOESS HILLS 

 LAWN AND LEAF 

712-828-2098 

  loesshillslawnandleaf@gmail.com 

Call for free estimate: Mowing, aeration, landscaping,  

        and more 



                                                                                                                       Established in 1966, our family farm has been a dedicated 

                   hub for cultivating cattle and row crops for over 5  

                   decades. At Bertelsen Beef, our mission is to present you 

                   with the finest quality beef by ensuring our cattle are  

                   nourished with the highest-grade products.  We are  

                   committed to providing transparency, allowing you to  

                   know where your food comes from.   

 

RAISED, SOLD, AND PROCESSED ALL AT 

                                                                                                            YOUR NEARBY BERTELSEN FARM 

THIS COULD BE YOUR BUSINESS CARD. 

Advertise with St. Peter’s bulletin and be seen 52 weeks a 

year for only $200.00.  We also give you 6 months FREE.  

Contact Jean Thomas at the church office 712-322-8889 

for more info or to place your ad. 

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CEMETERY 

Burial Plots and Columbarium Niches available. 

Contact Jean Thomas at church office 712-322-8889 or 

Adam Thomas 712-318-1024 for more information. 


