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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

First Communion Sunday.  

This Sunday is a very special Sunday of Jesus’ 

grace for our entire parish family.  We celebrate 

first communion for our children.  There are sev-

eral things that I am most proud of.  First, is that 

we have a wonderful first communion prepara-

tion program.  I have said many times that there 

is a very small window we have to pass on the 

Catholic faith to our children.  There are no short 

cuts to preparing children for first reconciliation 

and first communion.  The dedication of Heather 

Olson, our director of religious education and the 

teachers bringing Jesus Christ to our children in 

celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation and in 

receiving Jesus Christ in the Eucharist is a great 

gift to our children and to their families.  There 

are not sufficient words to thank them for their 

dedication and love for our children.  The more I 

read about the importance of being a parish fami-

ly and the lack of involvement by people in the 

church I am learning the devastating affect that 

has on our country and the happiness of people.   

One of the things that I am most proud of is that 

the children have been signing the book on the 

gospel table in the front of the church.  The rea-

son that we do this is to help the children see how 

much we value our children and we want them to 

feel special as they prepare for their first com-

munion.  One of the great joys for our parish 

family was the lighting of the Advent wreath by 

our first communion students. The lighting of the 

Advent wreath brought tremendous joy to our 

parish family.  Please pray for these wonderful 

familes and their children that Sunday is a special 

blessed day and each Sunday the children are 

doubly blest when they receive the Eucharist.  A 

Special thank you to the teachers, Mary Ramsdell 

and Makenzie Olson.   There are not sufficient 

words to thank these teachers for preparing our 

children for their first Eucharist.  

Mothers Day Brunch.  

The Knights of Columbus will be serving a 

Mother’s day brunch next Sunday from 

8:00 a.m. to Noon.  The Knights serve this 

brunch a week early so that on Mother’s 

day families can have their mother’s day cel-

ebration.   Please come and honor all the 

women of our parish with this special 

brunch.  

Diocesan Appeal.  

We are still way behind on our Diocesan Ap-

peal.  If you have not made your pledge 

please do so.  Once again the amount we are 

seeking is $275.00 or $15.00 dollars more 

than you did last year.   

Great Observations.  

There is an article is entitled: “Church At-

tendance Slump is Causing a Mental and 

Health Crisis.”  If you have the opportunity 

please read this article, it will give you great 

insight into the effects of a loss of church at-

tendance in our country.  

Double Funeral  

This week we celebrated a double funeral 

for Don and Midge Goeser.  Midge died on 

Tuesday and Don died on Thursday.  They 

were married for 54 years and were tremen-

dous members of our parish family.  There 

is a great lesson of Jesus’ love for all of us 

that he brought Midge and Don to the heav-

enly kingdom at almost the same time.  In 

the kindness of your prayers please remem-

ber the Goeser family.  We are so grateful to 

have had Don and Midge as wonderful 

members of our parish family.   



28 APRIL, 2024 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Readings for   May 5, 2024  

1st Reading:   Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

2nd Reading:   1 John 4:7-10 

Gospel:   John 15:9-17 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Tue    4/30 8:00 am   Lynn Ford 

Wed    5/1 8:00 am   Oliver Moser 

Thur    5/2 5:30 pm   Joan Bunten 

Fri        5/3 8:00 am   Travis & Taylor Bettcher 

Sat       5/4 4:00 pm   Edward & Marylyn Bremmer 

Sun      5/6 8:00 am   Kenneth Finnegan 

Sun                      10:00 am Deceased Members Knights of Columbus 

Sun                      Noon        Roger Wood 

FATHER’S THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

No one is useless who lightens the burdens of others.  I hope that this 

quote is a source of inspiration for all of us.  My thought for the day is for 

us to think about ways that we can lighten the burdens of others.  I en-

courage you to think of one person that you know would love to experi-

ence a simple act of kindness from you.  There are so many people in life 

who never have the opportunity to experience the love and kindness of 

Jesus Christ.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Thursday, May 2-Altar Society, 6pm Social Hall 

Sunday, May 5-Knights of Columbus Mother’s Day Brunch 
 8am—Noon, Social Hall 

Monday, May 6-Committee Meetings 

Wednesday, May 8, VBS Volunteer Meeting 6:30 hall 

Tuesday, May 14-Women’s Prayer Group 6:30 hall 

SATURDAY,  4PM  May 4, 2024 
ALTAR SERVERS:  Bianca & Elliianna Cihacek, Nicholas Moses           

LECTORS: Evelyn Duitsman, Richard Selken   

EUCH MINISTER:  Wayne Stangl                 

USHERS: Jack Gross, Linda Bonham, Fred Schaben, Brody Pellett    

SUNDAY,  8 AM,       May 5, 2024 

ALTAR SERVERS:  Connor & Elle McGrath, Caroline Reineke           

LECTORS: Jean Coughlin, Nicole Juranek     
EUCH MINISTER:  Jim Havermann                     
USHERS: Dennis Coughlin, Andy Juranek, Gary Juranek, Eric Ledger  

SUNDAY, 10 AM            May 5, 2024  

ALTAR SERVERS:  Aiden Gaul, Ben Rosenberger, Leighton Finnegan           

LECTORS:  Stephanie Grover, Theresa Jozwiak      

EUCH MINISTER: Patty Gantt                     
USHERS:  Jill Clevenger, Zachary Clevenger, Margine Henry, Mike Nielsen   

SUNDAY,  NOON            May 5, 2024 

ALTAR SERVERS:  Theo Oswald, Aubree Brandau, Ben Johnson          

LECTORS:   Anne Rohling, Mikayla Yanovich   

EUCH MINISTER:  Janet Hogsed                    
USHERS:  Chris Olson, Rob Peters, Trevor Yanovich, Meg Busch    

LIFE ACCORDING TO JEAN….. 

• My luck is like a bald guy who just won a 
comb….Mike? 

• I fully intend to haunt people when I die...I have a list. 

• It takes real skills to choke on air, fall up stairs, and 
trip over nothing.  I have those skills. 

• A police officer asked me where I was between 5 & 6, 
he seemed irritated when I told him Kindergarten.  I 
love cop humor….right Mike? 

• When I look in the mirror and see gray hair, tiny wrin-
kles, and dimming eyes I think to myself, ”they don’t 
make mirrors like they used to.” 

• I do all my ironing in the dryer. 

• Hear me out...a party at my house, but we sit around 
and fold clothes. 

• Me to my 3 year old grandson: “James, your shoes are 
on the wrong feet.  James, “They’re the only feet I 
have.”  Me: “Fair enough.” 

• 14 muscles are activated when you pour a cup of 
coffee.  Fitness is my passion. 

• I finally figured out that if Mike empties the dishwash-
er and puts things away wrong I’ll tell him not to emp-
ty the dishwasher anymore. Well played Mike, well 
played. 

• Don’t yell at your kids. Lean in and whisper. It’s much 
scarier. 

• Tip: You can buy your wife jewelry, an expensive 
purse, or perfume for Mother’s Day but she will never, 
ever forget the Mother’s Day you gave her a mop.  
Never. Ever. 

• Dear Daughter-in-law, I I didn't give you the gift of life 
but I gave you my amazing son. Thank you for not sell-
ing him to the circus. I know how tempting that option 
is some days. Love, your Mother-in-law 

• Teaching my grandsons the difference between 
“wants” and “needs.”  Grandma wants to be skinny, 
but grandma needs biscuits and gravy. 

HAVE A GREAT WEEK, STAY SAFE, BE NICE TO EACH OTHER 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas® Court St. Anthony 
#330-Next meeting is Tuesday, May 7, 2024 at St. Patrick. 
Mass at 6pm followed with dinner, then meeting. On the 
agenda is the Election of Officers. Don’t forget to wear a 
hat. GIK is for Birthright. Visit our website at 
www.cda330.org for a list of items. Women, 18 years and 
older from all Council Bluffs parishes are welcome to join. 

St. Anne Altar Society meeting Thursday, May 2. Dinner is 
at 6pm and is BBQ pulled pork sandwiches & baked beans. 
Please bring a salad, side, or dessert to share if you are 
able.  All women of St. Peter’s are welcome to join. 

May is the month of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Please join 
the members of the Altar Society in praying the rosary be-
fore each weekend mass in May  



PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

Pregnant?  Need help?  Free, confidential support from friends who care.  www.birthright.org/councilbluffs 

Birthright, 427 E Kanesville, Suite 303, 712-323-2100,  birthright@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Council 1045, Meetings 4th Monday of each month at 6 p.m. in the Father Kottas Social Hall 

If interested in membership contact the Rectory at 712-322-8889 or Pat Snook at 712-566-9541 

COUGHLIN’S CLEANING, Carpet and Upholstery-Office and Home.  Over 40 years experience and family owned. 

Home: 712-322-9087, Cell: 402-871-4608 

BAIRD       THE NARMI GROUP AT BAIRD 

402-964-4400     www.narmigroup.com 

KELLY’S CARPET—OMAHA   90 & L    402-592-7072 

You’ll like the way we do business 

FINNISHED CONCRETE,   Peter Finn, Parishioner 

712-310-0249 

LYLE’S DISCOUNT TIRES, BOB SHIVES, 125 West Pierce Street 

Phone:  712-322-6636, Discount prices on tires & wheels 

ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY 

Meets 1st Thursday of each month, 6 pm 

KOURI MANAGEMENT...Immaculate Efficiency, 1 & 2 bedroom Apts. 

Contact Kim Kouri  712-322-5535 

Cutler-O’Neill-Meyer-Woodring Funeral Homes 

545 Willow Ave, Council Bluffs, IA 51503  712-322-7779 

THE HERITAGE AT FOX RUN,  712-256-2741 

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Support 

Heartland Properties, Inc.   John H Jerkovich, Broker-Owner  Business Phone:  712-325-0445,  Mobile:  402-681-4812 

535 West Broadway, Ste 100, Council Bluffs, IA 51503     www.heartlandproperties.com 

MCGINN LAW FIRM,  McGinn, Springer, & Noethe, P.C.  Since 1914,  Also licensed in Nebraska 

20 N. 16th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566, www.mcginnlawfirm.com   

3464 5th Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51501  712-328-1566,   www.mcginnlawfirm.com 

Kelly’s Carpet & Furniture of Council Bluffs, Lori Hughes, Sales Representative.   lorihughes73@hotmail.com 

825 West Broadway, Council Bluffs, IA 51501   Phone:  712-256-1204, Fax:  712-256-1206 

STATE FARM      JUDD KNISPEL     712-325-0256 

Auto-Home-Life-Business-Health   www.juddknispel.com 

M & R WELDING,  119 South 28th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 

Office:  712-322-5342, Fax:  712-256-0038  Rick Rosas-Lupe Rosas 

AVAILA BANK 

712-322-1700       www.availa.bank 

HOY KILNOSKI FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATORY—BUD KILNOSKI   

1221 N 16th PHONE:  712-256-9988, FAX:  712-256-9901      

www.hoyfuneral.com 



 

All sessions tailored to fit your needs.  

At Unreleased Relief, its all about you! 

and your needs. 

Billing & Account 

Management.  

www.sudenenterprises.com 

Mariann Hilderbrand and Ann Marsh 

Owners 

Suden 
           Enterprises 
______EXPERTISE AT WORK FOR YOU 

 

BETHANY LUTHERAN HEALTH SERVICES 

7 ELLIOTT STREET—COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 

712-328-9500 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY IN COUNCIL BLUFFS 

 
 

       LOESS HILLS 

 LAWN AND LEAF 

712-828-2098 

  loesshillslawnandleaf@gmail.com 

Call for free estimate: Mowing, aeration, landscaping,  

        and more 


